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This brochure was prepared by the  

New Milford Historic Preservation Commission.

The NMHPC is charged with preserving the 

integrity of the borough’s historic heritage 

as the birthplace of Bergen County through 

preservation and archiving of buildings, land,  

and items of historic value; through research into 

the people, events, and locations that have  

formed that history, through public 

education programs for all ages, and through 

commendations for borough residents and 

organizations that have aided this mission.

A S

the Jacobus 

Demarest 

Homestead 

Listed in the National 
Register of Historic 
Places, the Demarest 
House on River 
Road is the oldest 
continuously occupied 

home in Bergen County. Dating from around 1680, it was 
built on land David Demarest Sr., founder of the Huguenot 
colony in Bergen County, purchased in 1677. His grandson 
Jacobus (born 1681) lived in it until his death in 1763. John 
Demarest, a son of Jacobus, completed the house two years 
later. It remained in the Demarest family until 1850. 

An unusual first date . . .
Maybe a an old house isn’t the typical place for a first  

date, but Tim Casey knew that the woman who 
would become his wife would have to love old houses—
and for good reason. He lived in the Jacobus Demarest 
Homestead, one of the oldest dwellings in the state. 
His maternal grandfather, John Abram Gurd, a noted 
architect, had bought the house in 1908 and carefully 
restored it. Gurd had worked on the U.S. Government 
Building at the Paris Exhibition of 1900 (World’s Fair) and 
also designed public and private buildings in New York and 
New Jersey. Tim’s roots were deep in New Milford, and his 
mother, Alice Gurd Casey, was the town’s longtime librarian. 

That night, Tim and his date, Marlene, climbed to the 
roof of the house to take in the view. Marlene—who did 
become Tim’s wife—recalls noticing something shoved 
underneath a shingle. They pulled it out and discovered 
the old map. Although it had been exposed to the elements, 
most of it was intact. Tim brought it inside, unfolded it, 
and placed it in a simple frame for safekeeping.

 Throughout their marriage, Tim, who died in 1990, and 
Marlene were leading advocates for historic preservation in 
New Milford. Marlene decided to donate the map, which 
had been stored in the basement for many years, to the 
New Milford Historic Preservation Commission.

(Photo by Bill Coughlin, courtesy of HMdb.org)
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About the map
M ore than just guides to geography, 

maps of the mid-19th century  
could be both practical and decorative.  
This example, titled “Map from Palisades  
to Paterson, New Jersey,” was surveyed by  
M. & J. Hughes and published by Gaylord 
Watson of New York. Philadelphia 
lithographer N. Friend produced it. 

The map depicts the land from the city  
of Paterson in the west to the cliffs of the 
Palisades in the east, which includes what 
would become Palisades Township in  
1871. In 1894, an amendment of the  
New Jersey Borough Act launched a wave  
of  “boroughitis,” and many new towns broke 
off from Palisades Township. In 1922, the 
last of these, New Milford, was formed from 
its only remaining portions. 

The map offers us a detailed snapshot 
of midcentury Bergen County, indicating 
borders, waterways, streets, rail lines, and 
even land ownership. It also offers a useful 
directory of services, including one for New 
Bridge, which lists the old New Bridge Hotel, 
a blacksmith, and dealers offering coal, 
lumber, dry goods, groceries, flour, and feed.

Prominent buildings or scenes of area life 
also decorated the borders of 19th-century 
maps, and this one is no exception, showing 
a riverside view of a gracious home in then-
bucolic Ridgefield Park.

R ECOVERY & RESTORATION of the MAP

THE MAP IN THE BASEMENT 
For more than 40 years, the map remained in its simple 
frame, and time and humidity took its toll on it.

CHOOSING A FRAME
The vintage-style moulding chosen 
to frame the map is in keeping with 
the map’s age. Once framed, the map 
measured an impressive 63 by 57 inches.

W hen Marlene offered to donate the map, 
the commission had to resolve three 

issues before it could accept the artifact: choose a 
craftsperson with the skills to preserve it, secure 
funding to finance the effort, and find a location 
to display the map. In summer 2014, the pieces 
fell into place. The New Milford-Teaneck Elks 
Lodge 2290 provided a grant for the restoration 
process, the commission hired restoration expert 
Dave Vokes of Swain’s of Morristown, and the 
New Milford Public Library agreed to display 
the map in its main hallway. 

Moving the enormous map called for a 
team, so Al Carbone, New Milford Historic 
Commission vice chairperson, and commission 
members Alex Tsakalis-Rey and Bob Ryan—
along with a contingent of firefighters from 
Company No. 2—helped Dave to rescue it from 
the Casey basement. 

PIECES OF THE PUZZLE
Age had made the map brittle, so peeling it from the cardboard backing was a painstaking process.

After more than 40 years in its frame, time and 
changing humidity had fused the map to its heavy 
cardboard backing. In his shop, Dave carefully 
removed the map from the backing, attempting 
to peel off sections in large swathes, which wasn’t 
always possible. His painstaking work left him 
with scores of pieces that he had to put together 
as if they were pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. 

Once the reassembly was complete, Dave 
placed the map on rice paper for added stability. 
It was now ready for framing. Dave chose a 
vintage-style moulding suitable for the historical 
subject, and lightweight acrylic for glazing so 
that the finished piece wouldn’t be too heavy.  
By summer, the restoration was complete.

The map was formally installed at the New 
Milford Public Library in July 2015. The 
commission received commendations from 
Bergen County Executive James Tedesco 
and Bergen County Clerk John Hogan for 

its efforts toward preserving the rich 
history of New Milford.

COMING TOGETHER
Strips of the pieced map are ready for final assembly.
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